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Toxic Empathy? The challenge of rightist discourse on development
and diakonia

This paper explores the rise of right-wing religious discourse, best exemplified by the book
entitled “Toxic Empathy: how progressives exploit Christian compassion” (2024) authored by
conservative US commentator Allie Beth Stucky, and the way in which it challenges core ethical
kingdom values such as compassion, human dignity and justice, which undergird development
and diaconal praxis. The paper begins by outlining the current state of the cuts in global
development funding and the response from global Christian aid and diakonia organisations and
explores way in which this problematic claim of “toxic empathy” intersects with these cuts. The
paper seeks to present recommendations directed towards church and diaconal organisations
with regard to how this claim could be resisted.
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